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liability company, which has always been man-
aged by direct descendants of the first William
Clowes.

As regards fine printing the chief honours of book
production in London during the nineteenth century
belong to the Chiswick Press.

Charles Whittingham the elder, the founder of
the firm, was born at Calledon, near Coventry, in
1767, and was apprenticed to a printer of that city.
As soon as his time was out he came to London, and
set up a press in Fetter Lane, his chief customers
being Willis, a bookseller of Stationers' Court,
Jordan of Fleet Street, and Symonds of Paternoster
Row. His beginning was humble enough, his chief
work lying in the direction of stationery, cards, and
small bills. His first important publisher was a
certain Heptinstall, who set him to print new
editions of Boswell's Johnson, Robertson's America,
and other important works. This was enough to
set him going, and in 1797 he moved to larger pre-
mises in Dean Street, Fetter Lane, and then began
to issue illustrated books. In 1803 he took a second
workshop at 10 Union Buildings, Leather Lane, and
again in 1807 he moved to Goswell Street. In 1811
he took his foreman Robert Rowland into partner-
ship, and shortly afterwards left him to manage
the city business, while he himself set up a press at
Chiswick and made his home there at College House.
Here he continued to work until his death in 1840.
For a short time, from 1824 to 1828, he was joined